
 
 

 

2016 Barrel Blend  
 

Production: 6,136 cases  

Composition: 41% Merlot, 14% Zinfandel, 13% Malbec, 11% Syrah, 5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4% 

Petit Sirah, 3% Pinot Noir, 3% Grenache, 3% Petit Verdot, 2% Mourvedre and 1% Cabernet Franc       

Vineyards: Beau Terre, Dunlap, Windy Flats, Beau Terroir, Polson Road, Baker, Clarke and Villagio  

Appellation: Napa Valley  

Elevation: Valley floor - 1,200 ft. 

Cooperage: 10 months in barrel. 27% new oak with the remainder in neutral oak barrels 

Alcohol: 14.8%, TA 0.58, pH 3.78 

Bottling date: August 15, 2018 

Release date: January 2019 

Release price: $32.00 

 

The Barrel Blend is put together with the help of Kyle Knox, a great surfer and a wine professional, 

who loved the idea of “being in the barrel” as both a wine term, and a surfing term. This wine was 

blended under Kyle’s direction using lots produced by Doug Hill from the vineyards he manages, to 

appeal to surfers, and surfers in spirit, who are always looking for the next great wave, but might 

want to have a great glass of wine in the mean time. 2016 was an early year, with roller coaster 

weather persistent showers through mid June, followed by hot spells, and an early harvest. The 

Malbec and Merlot had great berry fruit and dense color. The Syrah and Petit Sirah were great assets 

for density, color, and texture, and always combine well with the big fruity Zinfandel from Wooden 

Valley. Early on, some of these varietals will come forth and sing solos before stepping back into the 

chorus, so we expect this wine to provide entertainment and pleasure for years to come.     

 
Winemaker Alison Doran’s tasting notes: 

 

The 2016 Barrel Blend offers loads of kirsch and blackberry fruits as well as complex spice and 

tobacco characteristics. It’s forward, charming, and straight-up delicious, and ideal for drinking over 

the coming 8-10 years. 

 

 


